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A need for more hospital accommodations has followed advances in the
diagnosis and treatment of disease, acting in association with an increase in the
social conscience and in the individual regard for health. Operating perhaps
more slowly is a different factor,-the elimination and reduction of disease by
prevention will entirely alter the character of hospital practice, and, the
.author believes, may greatly reduce the need for institutional treatment. He
also notes that the dominant factor in deciding health legislation has often a
political rather than a scientific basis. Medical knowledge as a limiting factor
in public health schemes, as, for example, in the treatment of cancer, and the
influences of changes in health and fertility on populations are also discussed.
Based on past experience, the author anticipates that the adoption of the teach-
ings of medical science will greatly lag behind the new discoveries. "The
extent of this lag will depend on medical leadership, on doctors themselves, on
public health authorities, and on the intelligence of the public."
IRA V. HISCOCK.
BIOGRAPHY OF DR. HARVEY CUSHING
Mrs. Cushing has requested me to prepare a biography of her husband
and I should be most grateful to anyone who wishes to make letters, anec-
dotes or other memorabilia available.
Copies of all letters, no matter how brief, are desired, and if dates are
omitted it is hoped that, when possible, these may be supplied (e.g., from the
postmark). If original letters or other documents are submitted, they will
be copied and returned promptly.
The new Medical Library building, which is being erected at the School
of Medicine to receive Dr. Cushing's library and collections, including his
letters, diaries and manuscripts, will be ready for occupancy in September,
1940. Any of his friends who wish, now or later, to present correspondence,
photographs or other memorabilia for permanent preservation among the
Cushing papers will receive the appreciative thanks of the University.
JOHN F. FULTON, M.D.
333 Cedar Street, New Haven, Conn.